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LUB’s State President of Madhya Pradesh
addressing a Meeting held at Ujjain Unit for
Issues of Industries.

A 3 Day Celebration was organized on
29th Foundation Day with Dev
Darshan, Gram Shilpi and Family Get-
Togather at Rajsamand Unit of
Rajasthan State.
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A Meeting of LUB’s Plastic Utpad Samuh
was held at Jaipuria Institute of
Management, Noida on 11th April, 2022.
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A Delegation of Chhattisgarh State Unit met
with Union Minister of State MSME Shri

Rao to Discuss Various Problems on 18th
April, 2022.
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LUB’s Team of Kashi Sambhag met
Industry Minister, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh
with a Representation of Various Demands

for MSMEs.

LUB’s Pali Unit of
Rajasthan is working
for Women
Empowerment. Unit is
Distributing Sewing
and Bangle Making
Machine to Local
Residents in the pres-
ence of Union Minister
Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat.
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he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in first week

retained the key policy rate, repo -- the rate at
which the central bank lends short-term funds to banks-
- at 4 % during the first monetary policy review of
FY23. It also kept the policy stance as 'accommoda-
tive', indicating that the central bank is focused on
boosting the economic growth. Since February 2019,
RBI has cut the repo rate by 250 basis points, and the
latest move seems like a balancing act.

As far as inflation is concerned, the central bank
has raised its forecast to 5.7 % against the previous
estimate of 4.5 %, signalling the end of an over two-
year-long period of "ultra accommodation". It is why
the MPC, while voting unanimously to keep the stance
accommodative, inserted a rider -- focusing on with-
drawal of accommodation to ensure that inflation
remains within the target going forward, while sup-
porting growth. Inflation is now put before growth, the
RBI governor said.

On growth, the central bank cut its projections for
the economy in the current financial year. FY23 GDP
growth projection is now to 7.2 % from an earlier esti-
mation of 7.8 %, in the background of escalating
geopolitical tensions which may hit economic recovery
through elevated commodity prices and global spill-
over channels. The RBI also expressed concern over
financial market volatility induced by monetary policy
normalisation in advanced economies.

A change this time is that RBI is opting to introduce
the concept of the Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) in
order to remove the binding collateral constraint on the
central bank and strengthen the operating framework of
monetary policy. Also, it has proposed to set up a multi-
year plan to roll back liquidity surplus. All these indi-
cate that the RBI, while maintaining its accommodative
stance, is no less concerned in managing inflation.

I invite your opinions.

HiEn
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FY22 Witnessed the Record
Govt. Procurement with Micro,
Small Enterprises

(According to experts, MSEs getting more than 25 per cent
share in government procurement is not surprising.)

Insight

Sandeep Soni
An Eminent Writer on MSMEs/Startups & E-Commerce

"We are happy about the growth in procurement. The

important thing is over the last few years the number

of MSEs benefited under procurement has also grown

steadily while the share in overall procurement has
also improved year on year,"

Ishita Ganguly Tripathy, Additional

Development Commissioner, Ministry of MSME.

Ease of Doing Business for MSMEs:

The central government purchases from micro and
small enterprises (MSEs) have hit a record high in the
financial year 2021-22, according to the official data.
This comes in the backdrop of the gradual increase in
the share of procurement made from MSEs by most of
the government ministries and departments out of
their overall annual public procurement in the past
four years barring the Covid year. In fact, going by the
data available on the public procurement policy mon-
itoring portal MSME Sambandh, the aggregate pro-
curement by the central government from MSEs has
been exceeding the 25 per cent minimum annual
threshold consecutively since FY19.

The background to this growth is the government
had earlier mandated public buyers to procure at least
20 per cent of their annual procurement of goods from
MSEs. The limit was enhanced to 25 per cent in 2018.
In FY19, the MSE procurement share was 26.32 per
cent amounting to Rs. 40,399 crore which jumped to
30.18 per cent in FY20 though the value declined
marginally to Rs. 39,665 crore. It further increased to
33.93 per cent worth Rs. 42,586 crore in FY22 after
dipping to 27.95 per cent, though still above the 25 per
cent threshold, during FY21 amid Covid.

However, during the FY15-FY17 period, the gov-
ernment buyers had failed miserably to hit the mini-

mum procurement levels. The share of

government procurement from MSEs stood at only
11.6 per cent in FY15, 4.5 per cent in FY16, and 10.3
per cent in FY17, according to the available data.

The latest 33.93 per cent growth was achieved on
the back of 28 ministries and departments procuring
goods from MSEs. Of these 28, 19 had surpassed the
25 per cent minimum purchase level while nine others
had failed to hit the mark, the data on the Sambandh
portal showed.

The 19 ministries with their respective shares of
procurement from MSEs beyond 25 per cent included
the Ministry of Textiles (83.8 per cent), Science and
Technology (77.9 per cent), Atomic Energy (75.3 per
cent), Minority Affairs (66.7 per cent), Housing and
Urban Affairs (59.9 per cent), Railways (57.1 per
cent), Shipping (56.3 per cent), Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution (53.3 per cent), Tribal
Affairs (52 per cent), Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
(47 per cent), Power (40.3 per cent), Defence (40 per
cent), Tourism (38.6 per cent), Mines (38.5 per cent),
Steel (38.4 per cent), Petroleum and Natural Gas (35 .4
per cent), Social Justice and Empowerment (33.9 per
cent), and Heavy Industries (26.4 per cent).
Importantly, MSME Ministry had barely managed to
join the list with 25.5 per cent procurement.

However, in terms of the sheer size of procurement
value, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas had
bought the maximum amount of goods worth Rs.
18635.93 crore from MSEs in FY22 followed by the
Ministry of Defence at Rs. 4,393.18 crore and the
Ministry of Power at Rs. 3,739.48 crore.

We are happy about the growth in procurement.
The important thing is over the last few years the
number of MSEs benefited under procurement has
also grown steadily while the share in overall pro-
curement has also improved year on year," Ishita
Ganguli  Tripathy, Additional Development
Commissioner, Office of Development
Commissioner, Ministry of MSME told. The number
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of MSE beneficiaries under public procurement had
jumped 49 per cent from 1.28 lakh in FY19 to 1.91
lakh in FY22, data showed.

According to experts, MSEs getting more than 25
per cent share in government procurement is not sur-
prising. Gujarat-based Umesh Balani who runs
Rotomag Motors & Controls to manufacture electric
motors for floor care, automation, hydraulic power
packs, etc., said most ministries issue multiple small
tenders that generally see participation from MSMEs.

"It is not easy for one large company to, let's say,
participate in 500 small ticket tenders in comparison
to 500 small businesses applying for those tenders.
Hence, by nature of the tender and size of small busi-
nesses, MSMEs have a natural advantage in such ten-
ders. For example, if there is a tender to make an
expressway, it would suit one large enterprise to build
it while multiple MSMEs can also offer support but
for tenders to make taluka level or district/town level
roads, MSMEs remain primary contenders," Balani,
who is also the Chairman of Assocham's MSME
Development Council.

Under the public procurement policy for MSEs,
the government also offers benefits of free-of-cost
tender sets and exemption from the payment of
earnest money to MSEs. Moreover, there are 358
items such as air coolers, bolts & nuts, PVC pipes,
shovels, steel trunks, and wooden chairs reserved for
exclusive procurement by the government from
MSE:s. The government also operates the Government
eMarketplace (GeM) portal for the online procure-
ment of goods. Since its launch in August 2016, over
98 lakh orders worth Rs. 2.26 lakh crore from nearly
60,000 government buyers have been processed
through GeM. Over 40 lakh MSMEs are currently
registered as sellers on GeM, of which 7.64 lakh are
MSEs.

Nonetheless, nine ministries that couldn't hit and
surpass the minimum procurement mark from MSEs
were the Ministry of Ayush which didn't make any

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

TOP 5
MINISTRIES
UNDERACHIEVING
25% MSE
PROCUREMENT
TARGET IN FY22

purchase from MSEs, Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy which made only 7.14 per cent
procurement from MSEs, Coal (13.4 per cent),
Finance (15.4 per cent), Commerce and Industry (19.6
per cent), Chemicals and Fertilizers (20.1 per cent),
Communications (21 per cent), Space (21 per cent),
and Health & Family Welfare (22 .4 per cent).

Emails to the nine ministries seeking comments
on underachieving the MSE procurement target didn't
solicit replies till the time of publishing this story.

However, Tripathy said the government had taken
up the issue of lower procurement with respective
departments and ministries recently. "Along with the
Department of Public Enterprises, we had a structured
discussion last month with central public sector enter-
prises under various ministries to encourage them to
procure as much as possible from MSEs. We also tried
to understand any issues they might be facing in pro-
curement, their understanding of the Public
Procurement Policy order by the government, etc.,"
she added.

From SMEs' perspective, the challenge is more
regulatory. "There are problems such as lack of prop-
er grievance redressal system. You don't hear easily
from the concerned ministry or department on the rea-
sons in case your products are not procured. The ease
of access to online services such as bids submission is
not that smooth. You have to visit the respective gov-
ernment office before the transaction is closed. We
had our products approved with multiple government
offices such as the Central Public Works Department,
Delhi Metro, etc., but were not procured from us,"
Ashok Agarwal, Managing Director of plywood man-
ufacturing firm, Vidya Ply and Board.

Meanwhile, the challenge of lower procurement by
the government has been more critical with respect to
the share of SC/ST and women-owned MSEs, which
has remained historically dismal.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS
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(Rs 692 Cr)
FROM 6,340 MSEs
(Rs 757 Cr)
FROM 6,842 MSEs

Crested by: Shruti Mathur Source: MSME Sambandh portal as of April &, 2022

Against the government's mandate to procure at
least 4 per cent from SC/ST MSEs and 3 per cent from



GROWTH IN
PROCUREMENT
SHARE OF
WOMEN MSEs
IN % AND

VALUE 0.30%
(FY19-FY22) o

0.15%

FYie FY20 Fyaa Fra2

o 233 Cn) (e 393 o s 719 ) o 739
FROW 1430 MEKR HOM 3404 MRS FROM A TR WIS FOOM 4,190 MEEL
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women MSEs within the 25 per cent MSE procure-
ment limit, the procurement shares of both categories
have remained less than 1 per cent so far. In FY22, Rs.
962 crore of goods were procured from 8,193 SC/ST
MSEs with a share of only 0.77 per cent in overall
MSE procurement. Likewise, Rs. 1,166 crore of
goods were purchased from 8,273 women MSEs with
only 0.93 per cent share.

Tripathy had earlier told that in the government's
discussions with CPSEs over this issue, three reasons
were identified - first, mismatch in their requirements
and goods produced by women MSEs; second, quality
issues with women MSEs' produced goods; and third,
limited product range to cater to CPSEs needs. "We
would be further focusing on Vendors Development
Programmes (VDA)," she said while emphasising the
government's target this year to improve existing pro-
curement levels to the targetted 3 per cent from women
MSEs and 4 per cent from SC/ST MSEs.

HiEin

Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) Grants 630 Licenses to
MSMEs Toy Manufacturers

Safety of Toys is under compulsory BIS certification
from 1st January, 2021 as per the Toys quality control
order (QCO) 2020 issued by the ministry of com-
merce and industry as per this QCO, section 17 of the
BIS Act, 2016- no person shall manufacture, import,
distribute, sell, hire, lease, store or exhibit for sale any
toys without the IST mark. Sellers, including retailers,
are responsible for ensuring that only toys carrying
the standard mark are purchased from toy manufac-
turers holding valid BIS license, and sold.

Reasons to Invest in Toy Manufacturing Industry
in India:
@® Indian toys industry is estimated to be $1.5 bn

making up 0.5% of global market share and has the
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potential to grow to $2-3 bn by 2024.

® World's second largest producer of polyester and
related fibers with 8% global share for plush toys.

® Domestic toy demand forecasted to grow at 10-
15% against global average of 5% trade scenario.

® All toy products under category HSN Code 9503
benefit from a preferential tariff structure under
APTA (Asia Pacific Trade Agreement) and AIFTA
(Asean India Free Trade Area) as such, the
imposed duties on toy imports of 60% are effec-
tively reduced to up to 34.2% under APTA and 0%
under AIFTA subject to FTA conditions.

@ [ndia has been importing toys of an average value
of $285 mn for the last 3 years under the chapter
9503.

® Toys exports from India amounted to $130 mn dur-
ing 2019-2020 with USA and UK being the lead

export destinations.
Hinn

GST UPDATE on 26-04-2022

Test Purchase as a Decoy Buyer

The Tamil Nadu Government issued a circular in
relation to invoking Section 67(12) of Tamil Nadu
GST Act, 2017 for test purchase as decoy buyer by
tax officers from suppliers of evasion prone com-
modities/sectors - cement, tiles, iron and steel, jewel-
ry, timber, auto spares, edible oil, medical shops, gro-
ceries, construction materials, bakery products,
FMCG, hotels, educational institutions, rental serv-
ice, etc.

As per the provision, the Commissioner or an offi-
cer authorized by him may cause the purchase of any
goods or services or both by any person authorized by
him from the business premises of any taxable person,
to check the issue of tax invoices or bills of supply by
such taxable person, and on return of goods so pur-
chased by such officer, such taxable person or any
person in charge of the business premises shall refund
the amount so paid towards the goods after canceling
any tax invoice or bill of supply issued earlier.

This is in order to ensure compliance in issuing tax
invoice/ bill of supply by the taxable person and to
prevent composition taxable person/unregistered per-
sons from collecting tax from the customers illegiti-
mately.

In order to ensure harmonized execution, the cir-
cular lays down the Standard Operating procedure
(SOP) on delegation of powers, funds required and
Controller of funds, selection of cases, reporting pro-
cedure, etc. Innovative method sending message to
fraudsters that we are watching to ensure compliance.

HiEn
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LUB’s North-East Unit shows its Excellance

7th 11F ‘UDYAM-2022’

Special Report
Team LUB NER

ITF 2022-An Overview:
India Industrial Fair has been one of the largest indus-
trial trade shows in India for quite some time now with
over 300+ MSME:s belonging to a myriad of industri-
al sectors such as Machine Tools, Home Decor,
Hardware, Plastic Industry, Food Processing,
Agriculture, Handicraft, Handloom etc.

The 7th Edition of the India Industrial Fair
(Udyam-2022) has also come out as successful as its
predecessors had been in promoting and developing

the MSME sector.

The five power packed days with 427 stalls, 30282
visitors & attendees spread over 1,20,000 sq. Ft. area,
brings an entire range of industries, Handloom &
Handicraft, banking sectors, startups finish in perfect
harmony with modern designs & contemporary colors.
IIF-2022 is a distinctive business platform for
importers, wholesalers, distributors, retailers.

The exhibitors are provided with 3 halls of 26400
sq. Ft. to exhibit their stalls.

22nd April- The opening ceremony was graced by
the presence of the Union Minister of MSME Shri
Narayan Rane, Chief Minister of Assam Dr.Himanta
Biswa, Industries & Commerce Minister of Assam
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Shri Chandra Mohan Patowary, LUB's National
Organising Secretary Shri Prakash Chandra, National
President Shri Baldevbhai Prajapati and National
General Secretary Shri Ghanshyam Ojha. Union
Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh also encouraged
the entrepreneurs on the 2nd day of IIF (UDYAM-

2022). All guests were felicitated by the President,

LUB's Purvottar Prant.

It was organized in partnership with Department of
Industries, Commerce & Public Enterprise, Govt. of
Assam. LUB Unit was supported by Govt. of Assam in
all aspects of the Exhibition.
® District Industries and Commerce Centre (DICC)

of Assam provided 68 stalls with mobilizing of par-

ticipants from each and every district of Assam.

® Provided the local brands to reach a bigger audi-
ence to support the call "Vocal for Local'.

@ Set up the Assam Pavilion at the exhibition to pro-
mote trade & investment in the state aligning busi-
nesses to Govt. discussion.

MSME also provided 104 stalls and financial sup-
port to the Event. Export Promotion Council for

Handicraft (EPCH) also provided 40 stalls of their

excellent exhibitors of local handicraft products.

National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) also

provides 37 stalls from their side.

Seminars:

During this Exhibition the 9 different seminars
were organized with Speakers who are Excellent in
their respective fields covering the following topics-

22nd April, 2022

Topic-Banking & Finance

Speakers-

1. Dr. Samir Baruah, Former GM Indian Overseas
Bank, Mission Director UNCTAD-EMPRETECH
Mission Assam

2. CA Purshottam Gaggar Owner, P. Gaggar &
Associate
Key Note Points (Recommendation for SLBC
Committee):-

1) The Banks will have to provide adequate finance to
the Sunrise sector. There is need to provide specif-
ic training to Bank branch managers in Assam/
North east so that they are able to identify and carry




out risk analysis in financing such enterprises.
They should not be averse in financing such enter-
prises. Educational / technical institute will come
out wish such training.

2) Financial literacy drive on mission mode is neces-
sary for educating Micro enterprises.

3) Banks must increase their Foreign Exchange
Specialist branches to promote exports from North
East.

4) The Rate of interest under CGTMSE scheme is
excess by 2.40 - 2.70% than normal rate of interest.
Bank should come out with a special rate of inter-
est under CGTMSE scheme for North East or may
be subsidised by the State Government.

5) Credit Deposit Ratio should be in line with the other
parts of India i.e. 70-80 % whereas in Assam or
North East it is hovering around 40 %. This shall
increase the flow of credit and hence development
of the state shall be faster Land Reforms (Very
Important within the State Government Ambit).

6) The tribal land offered as mortgages to bank should
be freely marketable. This would enable banks to
extend financial assistance in Tribal areas.

7) The Land offered by AIIDC, ASIDC, AIDC should
be made mortgageable along for the loans availed
by the respective units, as they already have invest-
ed a huge sum of money in the land. The valuation
of the land should be considered as collateral secu-
rity by the banks. AIIDC, AIDC or ASIDC should
also give Pari-Passu charge to the lending bank:
seminar on banking & finance seminar on produc-
tivity improvement & Industrial policy.
23.04.2022
Topic-Productivity Improvement & Industrial

Policy
Speakers-
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1. Shri Manoj Vermadeputy Director & Head, National
Productivity Council, Govt. of India.

2. Shri PrafullaSaikia, Ex Additional Director of
Industries & Commerce, Former Consultant of
Investment Promotion, Govt. of Assam.

Key Note Points:-

1) Energy Audit is one area which can help the indus-
tries in tapping areas for improvement in energy
loss during operation. Energy Audit & Water Audit
should be made compulsory for medium scale
industries and benefits should be linked with per-
formance.

2) Ease of Doing Business 'EODB' must be in practi-
cal form. The burden of documentation must be
reducing. Current portal completely ineffective.
State Government should act as facilitator. A
Details representation can be made on this.

3) State Government / agencies may carry out some
market/pre-feasibility survey for sunrise Industries
to attract the investment.

4) State Government must declare a Capital Incentive
Scheme for the MSME Units in line with other
state government such as Gujrat. A proposal of 2
Cr. /Unit or 30 % of the fixed capital cost should be
formulated. An interest subvention on the term loan
of 5% per annum shall not only encourage invest-
ment but a muti fold investments shall be attracted.
23.04.2022
Topic-Tourism & Handicraft Promotion
Speakers-

1. Shri Ashish Phookan, Director, Jungle travels India
Pvt. Ltd. Managing Director, Assam Bengal
Navigation.

2. Shri Navin Pathak CEO, Entry India, USA. 3. Shri
Apurva Jana Trainer, Amazon

Key Note Points:-



1) There are lots of untapped tourism spots available in
Northeast. Due to its reach bio diversity Tourism
can be the backbone of employment and rural cot-
tage tourism can be developed.

2) Identification of villages and proper training of
youths of the area is required.

3) There is huge demand of handicraft and organic
products in USA market. There are some organiza-
tions which will help to promote export from NE to
USA. Education and cluster of such enterprises is
required to be made.

23.04.2022
Topic- Renewable Energy
Speakers-
1. Shri Kaushik Sanyal Head BD & Growth
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(Renewables), The Tata Power Company Ltd. 2.
Shri Madhabanand ray National Mission Manager
National Rural Livelihood Mission

Key Note Points:-

1) A specific Solar Policy is required to boost uses of
solar Energy In industries in Assam. (Draft Copy
enclosed)

2) Bio Gas and mini Solar Plants can be installed at
panchayat levels to cater the need of energy in
Remote villages.

23.04.2022
Topic-Scope of Downstream Industries in

Petroleum Sector
Speakers-

1. Shri Parag Phukan Consultant, NPC

2. Shri Vijay Prakash General Manager, NSIC
Key Note Points:-

1) Third layer of downstream Industries from petrole-
um products can have good scope in Assam.
Around 126 products can be manufactured from
petroleum products. More education of entrepre-
neur's regarding scope and technology is required.
24.04.2022
Topic-Scope of Agri wood in NE (Bamboo &

Palm Oil)

Speakers-

1. Dr S. Choudhary Managing Director, North East
Cane & Bamboo Development Council

2. Dr. Subhash Bhattacharjee Head North East region
(Oil Palm), Ruchi Soya Industries Limited
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Key Note Points:-

1) Benefits of Palm oil cultivation and its scope had
been discussed.

2) Need to develop new entrepreneurs with more inno-
vation in Bamboo is required. Education about new
technology and its market aspects was also dis-
cussed.

3) A complete Bamboo policy with all operational
guidelines is the requirement of the time.

4) Bamboo Mission Assam will need to focus more on
technology and market development to support
entrepreneurs.

24.04.2022
Topic-Export Promotion
Speakers-

1. Dr. Archana Nath Shri Consultant, APEDA

2.Amrit Deorah, Managing Partner, Excel Food.

3. Shri Vijay PrakashGeneral Manager, NSIC
Key Note Points:-

1) APEDA brief about its role and potential to export
items from NE.

2) More export promotional centres need to be devel-
oped.

3) More workshops and seminars should be organized
to educate entrepreneurs about Export opportuni-
ties.

4) Banks must increase their foreign Exchange branch-
es to promote exports from North East.
24.04.2022

Topic-Waste Management
Speakers-

1. Dr Santanu Dutta Member Secretary, Pollution
Control Board,

2. Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Senior Advisor, Bharat Mission
Assam Senior Advisor & Consultant Skat
Foundation- Switzerland
Guest of Honour- Sri Ashok Singhal, Minster of
Urban Dev, GOA
Key Note Points:-

1) Role of waste Management and urban Local Bodies
has been discussed.

2) Opportunities in various wastes like Construction &
demolition waste, hazardous waste, solid waste has
been highlighted with their industrial uses and
scope.

3) Special focus was provided on the scope of recycle
units from Plastic wastes.

4) A comprehensive waste management policy is
required.

5) To promote the recycle units in the state a Waste
Recycle Incentive Policy is also required. This will
not only help in management of waste in urban
areas also generated revenue and employment.
24.04.2022
Topic-Food Processing
Speakers-

1. Shri Manoj Kr Das Md, Neramac

2. Shri Dharmendra Das Deputy Director, Spice

T3
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Board.

Key Note Points:-

1) Marketing challenges and its solutions in food
industries was discussed.

2) Scope of industries related to spices was also dis-
cussed.

3) New technologies in packaging industries and the
education of Entrepreneurs about self-life of mate-
rial was also the highlight of the seminar.

4) It was also highlighted that to increase the export of
Fruits, vegetables, Spices from Assam / NE the
coordination's between the entrepreneurs, Govt
agencies and financial institutes is required at grass
root level.

5) In earlier seminars it was also observed that due to
its bio diversity and climate the fruits and spices of
NE are in good demand if marketing and trans-
portation facility will increase.

Seminar by Export Promotion Council for
Handicraft

On 25th April, EPCH organized a seminar on
opportunities in covid times for product development,
design and marketing in handicraft. The seminar was
aimed to educate the crafts persons/artisans,
NGO's/SHG, entrepreneurs and manufacturers in the
handicraft cluster of Assam.

The primary objective of the seminar is Assisting
artisans, primary producer groups, entrepreneurs etc.
to strengthen their design, production and marketing
skills to enter newer markets in COVID times while
analysing the business opportunities in India and
abroad.

Address the Opportunities for product
Development, Design and Marketing in COVID times
and analyze the global competition such as health safe-
ty compliances in production and supply chain includ-
ing improved product packaging.

Analysing trade opportunities arising for Indian
handicrafts produced by the artisans & entrepreneurs
from different handicrafts clusters by a building-up
workforce of enriched and informative entrepreneurs,
primary producers.

Awareness about the increased importance and role
of social media tools for business development
through digital marketing as per the today's market
trend.

Awareness about the schemes of the ministry for
the welfare of artisans & women entrepreneurs.

To create an export conducive environment and
awareness about the potential markets.

The Udyamee Samellan was inaugurated with
lighting the lamp by LUB's National Organising
Secretary Shri Prakash Chandra and Commerce &

Industry Minister, Assam Shri Chandra Mohan
Patowary.

Cultural Shows:

IIF-2022 observed the various cultural programs
during the first 3 days of the Event. The renowned
Folk singers and dancers were invited to represent the
various culture and heritage of North east.

Impact of the Programs:

IIF primarily aimed to provide a stage to the
MSMEs from various listed diverse sectors to come for-
ward and showcase their products in the market to the
diverse visitors coming across India Food Processing
Sector, Handloom & Handicraft Sector, Agriculture
Sector, Plastics & Packaging Sector, Diverse MSME
Sector, Renewable & EV Sector.

It Provides exhibitors and visitors with a unique
opportunity to interact and build up connections with
members of the industry and develop mutually benefi-
cial relations.

Helped the participants to expand their horizons
and grow their market.

Getting the government more and more involved
into the development of these small industries.

It provides a great experience to everyone present
at the fair and enabling them to have a broader per-
spective about the industry and its market.

Background-

Laghu Udyog Bharati organized participation of
entrepreneurs from Northeastern Region during 7th
India Industrial Fair, UDYAM-2022 at the Khanapara
Veterinary Field, Guwahati.

In Northeast India, MSMEs play a crucial role in
the region's development. Despite only accounting for
1.5% of India's MSMEs, in Northeast India they con-
tribute nearly 62% to the economy in terms of employ-
ment, output and exports.

The North Eastern Region (NER), currently home
to only 1.5 per cent of MSME:s in India, is a rich gamut
of cultures, unique tribes and a plethora of distinctive
crafts - it possesses tremendous potential to become
the hub of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises in the
country.

Assam is the gateway to the North Eastern States.
Hence, it is strategically placed to cater to the needs
and markets of other states of the North East. Its geo-
graphical location is a boon for foreign trade with
neighbouring countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, China etc. The region is
well connected through a smooth network of states and

national highways.
HiEIn
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SIDBI & DICCI to Jointly set-up 1000
Plastic RVMs under MSME Initiatives

The Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) has collaborated with the Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DICCI) to install
1000 Plastic Reverse Vending Machines (RVMs). The
plastic collected will be recycled by partner organisa-
tions under the MSME initiatives.

This joint association is a part of SIDBI's CSR
funds directed towards curbing carbon footprint
which was announced at the 'Swachh Delhi,
Swavalambi Delhi' event.

Wi
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Govt. Launches Revamped
Zero Effect-Zero Defect
Scheme for MSMEs

The Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) launched a revamped Zero
Defect-Zero Effect (ZED) Certification Scheme,
with an aim to make Indian companies globally com-
petitive and help them get easier access to capital.

The Scheme is aimed to enable and facilitate
MSME:s to adopt Zero Defect Zero Effect practices
besides motivating and incentivizing them for ZED
certification. Through the journey of ZED
Certification, MSMEs can reduce wastage substan-
tially, increase productivity, enhance environmental
consciousness, save energy, optimally use natural
resources, expand their markets, among others.

"ZED will not only attempt to improve productiv-
ity and performance of MSME:g, it has the capability
to change the mind-set of manufacturers and make
them more environmentally conscious," said MSME
minister Narayan Rane while launching the scheme.

The first phase of the revamped scheme will focus
on manufacturing MSMEs, the second would be
aimed at the MSME:s in the services sector.

The government has proposed an 80% subsidy on
the certification cost for micro enterprises, 60%for
small enterprises, and 50% for medium enterprises.
There would be an additional 10% subsidy for
women or SC/ST entrepreneurs-owned unit. The
number of parameters for the certification, catego-
rized as bronze, silver, and gold, have also been nar-
rowed down from 50.

"We received feedback from MSMEs and indus-
try associations that it is tough to comply with all 50
parameters. Hence, we have reduced them while
ensuring that there is no compromise on the quality
and safety of products," said Ateesh Kumar Singh,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of MSME.

Certified MSMEs would also be eligible for con-
cession in banks' processing fees and rate of interest
along with preference in lending. Also, the credit rat-
ing of certified MSME:s is also likely to be better.

ZED certified MSME players will be offered sub-
sidies in stall charges, airfares, and freight charges
for participating in businesses exhibitions and fairs

abroad.
HEn

Railways Policy Promises up
to Rs. 1.5 crore Seed Money
for Innovations

One of the major objectives of the policy would be to
leverage new innovative technologies, developed by
entrepreneurs and start-ups.

Indian Railway Innovation Policy will identify and
enable Indian innovators to engage with the railways
for developing cost-effective, implementable, scalable
solutions and functional prototypes for the national
transporter.

The funding scheme has been fixed on a cost-shar-
ing basis in equal proportions -- 50:50 by the Indian
Railways and the innovator. Eligible organisations or
beneficiaries of the support will include any Indian
company primarily MSME's. The innovators can
apply through a dedicated portal, which will be
launched later this month.
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LUB's News in Brief
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LUB’s 29th Foundation Day was Celebrated across Country

LUB’s Kota Unit of Rajasthan organized a LUB’s Baran Unit of Rajasthan State
Blood Donation Camp with Mobile Van at organized a Program for Felicitation of the
Various Places in City. Renowned Industrialists on Foundation Day.
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Year;::;;,N : : LUB.’s Chenr!ai
P ‘v‘as Celeby Unit of Tamil
Nadu conducted
a Blood
Donation Camp
on Foundation
Day.

Rotary Club of Madras Cent,
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: Foundation Day was celebrated at

LUB’s Madurai Upit of Tamil Nad_u State Guwahati during NEC with the Memory of
conducted a Meeting on Foundation Day. Founder President Shri Bahal.
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LUB’s National Working Committee held éit Guwabhati. National Orgeinizing Secretary Shri
Prakash Chandra, National President Shri Baldevbhai Prajapati and National General
Secretary Shri Ghanshyam Ojha are seen on Dais.
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LUB’s Members of Bengal and Andaman
Nicobar @ AIWC with Sampark Adhikari

Shri Krishna Gopal, National President Shri Ladies Delegation from Rajasthan @ IIF-
Baldevbhai Prajapati and National General 2022 organized by North-East Region at
Secretary Shri Ghanshyam Ojha. Guwabhati on 23rd to 25th April, 2022.
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LUB Gujarat State’s New Unit Pirana was LUB’s Brij Unit of Uttar Pradesh State con-
inaugurated by National Organizing ducted a Sambhag Meeting in the National
Secretary Shri Prakash Chandra and & State Leadership held in Agra on 17th
National President Shri Baldevbhai Prajapati. April, 2022.
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